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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


| BRITISH INDIA. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council if prepared to receive 
Tenders for tenders from such persons as may be willing to 


supply: — 
Steel Rails. 


| pol, The conditions of contract may be obtained 

on application to the Director-General of Stores, India Office, 

‘Whitehall, S.W., and. tenders are to be delivered at-that Office: by 

two o'clock p.m. on Tuesday, the 24th December, 1901) after 
which time no tender will be 
A 
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The “ Indian Textile Journal,” in its issue for November last, states 
that the demand for second-hand machinery in 
Bombay is a good one, judging from “the 
Machinery. 
experience of the past five years or so. The 
bad financial straits in which many of the mills have to work 
preclude them from investing in new machines when they want 
one now and again. The large demand and the ready sale of all 
the machines at the Oriental Mills (Colaba branch) last year afforded 
ample evidence of the needs of many concerns in that direction. 
To some enterprising machinery merchant opening up a regular 
large show room in Bombay, the trade in second-hand machines 
would be found profitable, Such an establishment conducted on 
well-organised lines commanding an ample stock of machines 
thrown out from mills in Manchester and elsewhere, with prices 
within reasonable reach of the purchaser, ought to do well. There 
are some mills at the present moment badly in need of increasing 
their preparatory machinery, having room and power available for 
same, with a view to spin coarser counts on a larger scale than 
they could do at present. Their financial condition cannot permit 
of their purchasing new machinery, and as an alternative they 
might take to second-hand machines in their various grades of 
deterioration. There are many people who could make a very 
good use of machines that have not worked over ten or fifteen 
years. A show room worked by an oil or gas engine would form 
a very desirable adjunct to such an establishment. The machines 
could even be supplied in closed cases, the seller undertaking to 
deliver them in good workin s condition. 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
Siesuictes trade received at the Canadian Government 
stein to Trade, Ofices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
information may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries—*Inquiry is made for the names of importers of 

sugar at the principal trade centres in Canada. 
he addresses of likely buyers in Canada of a good brand of 

canned Norwegian fish are asked for. 

A London firm ask to be placed in communication with 
exporters of slag wool (or mineral wool) from Canada. 

A grocery firm in the Midlands asks for the names of a few 
good le shippers of poultry and game. 


A Wolverhampton firm. inquire for names of importers of 
enamelled hollow-ware in Canada. 
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The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Enquiri Section of the Imperial. Institute, from the 
Curator of which Section further particulars 
relating to may be obtained :— 
Canadian Enquiries.—A Canadian company which has commenced 
the manufacture of wood flour would be pleased to hear from 
United Kingdom buyers of this material. 


RUSSIA. 


According to the “Journal des Transports” of 7th inst., the 
Congress of Representatives of Russian Railways 


my olga is organising a competition for the best auto- 
Couplin matic coupling apparatus for railway carriages, 
A which the following prizes will be awarded :— 
Ist prize... ... 5,000 roubles. 


The conditions of the competition are as follow :— 

Foreigners, as well as Russians, may take part in the competition. 
The final date for the presentation of plans is fixed for the 15th 
April, 1903. They should be addressed to the Congress of the 
Representatives of Russian Railways, St. Petersburg—Nevsky, 30, 
under sealed envelope bearing the inscription ‘ Competition for 
automatic coupling apparatus for railway carriages.” A further 
sealed envelope must be placed within the above, giving the full 
name and address of the inventor or the name and address of the 
firm on whose account he is competing, together with some 
indication as to the nature of his device, which must also appear 
on the plan itself. 


The Board of Trade have received from Mr. Henry Cooke, the 
British Commercial Agent in Russia, an enquiry 


Enquiry for Price price lists of chamois leather (for linings of 


Lists of Chamois cheap purses), cheapness rather than quality 
Leather being desired, as also, if such are produced in 
and Deerskins. 


this country, for deerskins grey in colour, to be 
used also for linings. Further particulars may be obtained upon 
application to Mr. Henry Cooke, 7, Malaia Dmitrovka, Moscow. 


The Board of Tradé have been informed by the Foreign Office that 
Mr. Henry Cooke, the British Commercial Agent 


pesteyicg ad in Russia, proposes to leave Moscow about the 

British 10th prox. on a visit to the United Kingdom, 

Counardial returning to Russia on or about 10th March 
Agent to England. 


Mr. Cooke will visit the industrial and 
commercial centres of the United Kingdom during the month 
of February, after communication with the various Chambers of 
Commerce. 


A2 


532 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [ Dee. 19, 1901, 


Openings for British Trade. 


NORWAY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, 
Tenders for Files. stating that tenders are invited by the Intendant 
of the Norwegian Navy, not later than the 27th 
December, for the supply of 281 dozen files. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office, any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

Apart from the usual Customs duties, a preference of 10 to 15 

r cent. is given to Norwegian tenders. [See notice on p. 652 of 
the “ Board of Trade Journal ” of 20th June last.) 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from H.M. Consul-General _ at Christiania, 
Railway Points stating that tenders are invited by the 

* Norwegian State Railways, not later than the 
8th January, 1902, for the supply of railway points. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office, any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

Apart from the usual Customs duties, a preference of 10 to 15 
per cent. is given to Norwegian tenders. [See notice on p. 652 
of the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 20th June last. | 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a des- 
patch from His Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Boot Leather. Christiania, stating that tenders are invited by 
* the Norwegian Army Equipment Depdt, to be 
received not later than the 30th December, for the supply of the 
following boot leather :— 
1. 80 metric tons oak-barked “ backs.” 
2. 80 metric tons oak-barked in-sole leathers. 
Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
Apart from the usual customs duties a preference of 10 to 15 
per cent. is given to Norwegian tenders. [See notice on p. 652 of 
the “ Board of Trade Journal ” of 20th June last. ] 


SPAIN. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid ” of the 10th inst. contains a notice calling 
f for tenders to be presented within 60 days from 
Cork the date named in the Office of the Port Works 
Metal Wor at Huelva for the supply of metallic materials 


necessary for the execution of the works of the northern portion of 
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the shipping wharves in the said port. The conditions and other 
particulars are on view in the Secretariat of the Committee. 

A provisional deposit of 15,000 pesetas, or about 443/., is 
required to qualify any tender. The contract may be estimated to 
be worth in the neighbourhood of 300,000 pesetas, or about 8,850/. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 11th inst. contains a notice authorising 
the tramway company from Barcelona to Sans 


Electric 
Installation for to apply electric traction to their tramway under 
conditions which are stated. 
ramway. 


The same “Gazette” contains a notice calling for tenders, which 
biaalicss wee will be opened at 3 p.m. on 10th March next 
Steam T in the Secretariat of the Port Works Com- 

ug. mittee of Barcelona, for the supply of a steam 

tug to the said committee. A provisional deposit of 2,000 

pesetas, or about 59/., is required to qualify any tender. 


The ‘“Gaceta de Madrid” of 12th inst. contains a Royal Order 
authorising the Minister of Marine to purchase, 


f eenet a without the formality of calling for tenderz, the 
or - lag gunpowder and Mauser cartridges which will 


be required in the fleet during two years. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 14th instant contains Royal Orders 
authorising the following concessions without 
Railway Supplies. subvention from the State :— 

To Don Juan Isla Domenech, for a metre 
gauge railway from Medina del Campo through a number of places 
named to Gijon, for 99 years. 

To Don José Maria Gonzalez for a mineral railway of ordinary 


. gauge from Ayega to Regales. 


To the Railway Company of San Marten Sieres, Gijon, and 
Musel, for a railway from ‘l'remajies to Veriiia, joining with the 
projected railway from Veriiia to Musel. 

To Don Luis Rouviere y Bula for a narrow gauge electric line, 
the electricity being generated by water-power, from Lérida to the 
valley of Aran ending in the village of Les, with a branch to 
Tremp, for 99 years. 

To the Sociedad anénima Minas de Cala, for a railway from the 
mines of Cala to San Juan de Aznolfarache and the river 
Guadalquivir. 


The “ Gazettes” containing the above notices may b2 seen at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 
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The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
‘from H.M. Ambassador at Madrid, stating that 


Fie solr tenders are invited by the Committee of the 
Tug Port Works at Barcelona, to be received by 


the 9th January, for the supply of vehicles for 
the new commercial depot. 

Conditions and specifications can be seen at the office of the 
Secretary to the Port Committee at Barcelona on all working days. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


The United States Consul at Trieste, in a report dated 6th ult., 
states that there is in Southérn Austria a good 


a market for screws and wire nails, especially the 
rt naan, latter. These articles have been supplied in 


the past chiefly by England and Germany. 
The Consul also reports that there is a large demand for cotton 
waste, which the inland cotton mills of Austria cannot supply. 


ABYSSINIA. 


According to a report by Major Ciccodicola, the Italian resident 
at Adis Abbaba, quoted by the “ Bulletin 
Trade Openings. Commercial ” of the 14th inst., the Abyssinians 
are now gradually resuming their agricultural 
occupations. 

The taste for European articles is increasing, as is seen by an 
increased demand for such goods as felt hats, umbrellas, padlocks, 
and petroleum. Waggons and carts are gradually replacing 
human porterage, 160 kiloms. of railway between Harrar and 
Adis Abbaba are already completed, and there is telegraphic and 
telephonic communication between these places. It is also stated 
that the natives are evincing a great desire to learn to read and 
write. 

_ Major Ciccodicola is of opinion that there is a good opening in 
the country for European goods. 


INDEPENDENT STATE OF THE CONGO. 


' The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, an 
Railwa extract from the “Etoile Belge” of the 
Mate nicl 24th ult., which states that the Independent 

State of the Congo has recently decided on the 
construction of a railway 1,500 kiloms. (9314 miles) in length to 
connect the Congo with the Nile and with Tanganyika. The line 
will have a gauge of one metre, and will be constructed with rails 
weighing 25 kilogs. to the metre laid on metallic sleepers. The 
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locomotives are to have a weight of 30 tons, and the goods 
waggons a carrying capacity of 10 tons. The concession is 
granted to the company formed for constructing and working the 
railway for a period of 99 years, M. Empain being charged with 
the execution of the work. It is estimated that ten years will 
elapse before the completion of the line. The Independent State 
of the Congo has also conceded to the company about 4,000,900 
hectares (9,880,000 acres) of land in the great Aruwimi forest, said 
to be the richest in caoutchouc in the Congo, and this domain will 
be increased proportionately as the capital of the company increases. 

The capital of the company is stated to be at present 1,000,000. 


CHILE. 


The following announcement from the “ Revista Comercial,” a 
ders f paper published at Valparaiso, is quoted in 

Tenders Sor the ‘‘Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” of the 

The Ministry of Finance calls for tenders for the supply of 
4,000 reams, of 500 sheets each, of stamped paper during the 
years 1903 and 1904. 

Tenders will be opened on the 15th May, 1902. 


BRAZIL. 


The United States Consul at Bahia reports on an opening for 
Photographic photographic apparatus and supplies in Brazil, 
tag a stating that the camera that seems most popu- 
Appara li ane lar is the smaller size of. what is styled “cycle 
Supplies. camera,” with rapid rectilinear lens, bulb shutter, 
and single swingback. A decided preference is shown for plate 
holders of metric sizes, doubtless because supplies have always 
been imported into Brazil in those sizes, the metric system being 
used there. The papers in use are gelatine printing-out paper, 
both plain and matte, and a quick-printing developing paper. The 
Consul adds that, until recently, the professional photographers 
had for the most part been using iron developers, but now they 
seem to have turned to metol and hydroquinone. ‘Two are relying 
chiefly on pyro. The amateur uses metol and hydroquinone, either 
separate or combined, while a few are using glycin. * 
The full report can be seen by those interested at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament 
Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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CHINA. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
Pro copy of a Memorandum by H.M. Commercial 
moved Attaché in China, relative to the introduction 
Tonm + A of electric or other tramways in the Inter- 
Cnet hai. national Settlements at Shanghai. 
Shang Farther particulars which may be interesting 
to british firms engaging in undertakings of this kind will be 
ublished in a forthcoming number of the “Board of Trade 
ournal.” 


FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 


DENMARK. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 

. copy of a despatch from H.M. Legation at 

Fo pag Copenhagen reporting that there is to be an 

Co eam exhibition of automobiles in that City from 

penhagen. 11th April to 27th April, 1902, organised by 

the “Industriforenigen” of Copenhagen, which Society has 

forwarded a Circular to the Legation requesting that it might be 

communicated to automobile manufacturers in England in the 
hopes that they may be induced to exhibit. 

The conditions would appear to be very favourable. Articles 
for exhibition will be admitted into Denmark free of Customs 
duty. No charge for rent is to be paid by the exhibitor, and all 
exhibits are insured against fire by the Committee. 

The Circular referred to may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parlia- 
ment Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 


FRANCE. 


A despatch, dated 28th ult., has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul at Calais, forwarding 


poe cnmeag a translation of an extract from a local paper 
at a respecting an exhibition to be held at Lille in 


- 1902. The translation reads as follows :— 

An international exhibition, the first of its kind, will be held at 
Lille from May to September, 1902. Installed on the Champ de 
Mars, its buildings and gardens will cover a surface of 150,000 
square metres; a gallery of 3,000 metres will be reserved for 
machinery. 
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The Lille International Exhibition will comprise the following 
classes :— 

1, Education. 2. Works of art. 3. Liberal arts. 4. General 
machinery. 5. Electricity. 6. Civil engineering, means of 
transport, cycles, motor-cars, sports. 7. Agriculture. 8. Horti- 
culture. 9. Forestry, hunting and shooting, fishing. 10. Ali- 
mentary products. 11. Mines and metallurgy. 12. Furnishing, 
decoration, and accessories. 13. Yarns, tissues, clothing. 14. 
Various industries. 15. Chemical industry. 16. Social economy, 
hygienics. 17. Colonisation, materials and products for exporta- 
tion. 18. Special applications of denatured alcohol to motive 
power, heating, and lighting. Experiments in this direction are 
of the highest interest for the commerce and manufactures of the 
district. 

All entries and applications for information should be addressed 
to the Offices of the Administration of the Exhibition, 35, Rue 
Nationale, Lille. 

With reference to the above, a further despatch, dated 6th inst., 
has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at 
Calais which states that, according to a local newspaper, the 
announcement of this exhibition appears to have produced a good 
impression in the centres interested. 

Among the various groups and classes of exhibits, Group 18 
exclusively reserved for denatured alcohol, and its manifold appli- 
cations, will unite all the manufacturers and producers of the 
Nord, the Pas de Calais, and the Somme, who are interested in 
this important question. 

The Alcohol Committee, which has just held its sittings at the 
Grand Palais at Paris, and. which was organised under the official 
patronage of Monsieur Dupuy, Minister of Agriculture, obtained a 
brilliant success. This, it is said, isa favourable augury for the 
special group of the Lille Exhibition. 


| 
| 
- 
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IMPORT TRADE OF THE TRANSVAAL (Juty-Sepremser, 
1901). 


The Board of Trade have received through H.M. Customs copy 
of a return drawn up by the Transvaal Customs, showing the value 
of the goods imported into the Transvaal during the quarter ended 
30th September, 1901. 

The following table shows the value of the principal articles 
imported during the above period :— 


Transvaal Imports (July-September, 1901). 


Articles. Value. 
£ 
Articles of food and drink 348,169 
Apparel and slops (including hats) ... on 92,637 
Leather manufactures : 
Other manufactures of leather 6,512 
Machinery : 
Drugs and chemicals... ode 23,941 


Tobacco of all kinds $04 ite Sts 19,938 


Paper, books and stationery... soa 15,902 
Clocks watches and jewellery ... 9,331 
Metal manufactures : 
ron and steel (pipes, rods, sheets, Sc. 2,992 
Wire (electric cable, rope, §'c.) 1,206 
Other manufactures of metal n.0o.c. ... ae 164 
Oils of all kinds ... ef 10,113 
Vehicles : 
Bicycles and accessories one - 8,606 
Wood, raw and manufactured ... 6,880 
Furniture... ‘ 3,830 


All other articles _.. 


£ 906,689 


The above table is exclusive of free importations for the use of 
Field Force Canteen and Officers’ Messes, Burgher Relief Com- 
mittee, Local Government or Military Stores, or Railway Material 
imported as “ Public Stores.” 

The Customs’ duties collected during the quarter ended 
30th September last amounted in value to 133,3071. 16s. 
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TRADE OF CAPE COLONY (January-Ocroser, 1901). 


With reference to the statement on pp. 494-5 of last week’s 
issue of the ‘Board of Trade Journal,” the “Cape of Good 
Hope Government Gazette” of the 22nd ult. publishes statistics 
showing the value of the trade of Cape Colony for the ten 
months ended 31st October, 1901, as compared with the corre- 
sponding period of 1900. The following tables show the total value 
of the imports and exports, including transit trade in both cases, 
of the principal and other articles into and from the Colony during 


the periods above-mentioned :— 


Imports into Cape Colony. 


Ten Months Ten Months 
Principal and other Articles. ended 31st ended 31st 
October, 1900. October, 1901. 
Provisions of all kinds (includes butter, cheese, 
chicory, coffee, confectionery and ee 
meats, rice, sugar, and tea) ... 1,459,000 1,729,000 
Corn, ke. (flour, maize, oats, wheat) .. = 971,000 1,203,000 
Metals and metal manufactures (ineludes 
iron, lead, machinery and hardware) we 1,225,000 1,374,000 
Haberdashery and millinery... 1,029,000 1,185,000 
Cotton manufactures... 829,000 964,000 
Wearing apparel (includes hats) 657,000 862,000 
Leather and leather manufactures (includes . 
boots and shoes, and saddlery and harness) 602 ,000 781,000 
Provisions, oilman stores, &c. (”.0.d.) ... 695,000 923,000 
Wood, and manufactures of erg furniture ‘ 
and cabinetware) és 415,000 638,000 
Alcoholic beverages (includes wine, beer, and 
spirits) 406,000 593,000 
Stationery (includes books) 305,000 385,000 
Woollen-manufactures ... 258,000 327, 000 
Coal, coke and patent fuel pan saa per 298,000 305,000 
Tobacco of all sorts ove Ses laa an 260,000 356,000 
Drugs and chemicals... 185,000 246,000 
Soap and candles... 171,000 185,000 
Carriages and other wheeled vehicles 78,000 145,000 
Oil, mineral 86,000 97,000 
J ewellery and plated ware és ave 70,000 88,000 
Earthenware and crockery ware <é6 wed 45,000 75,000 
Bags, all sorts... = 88,000 74,000 
and blasting compounds 64,000 72,000 
Linen manufactures ©... 73,000 71,000 . 
Agricultural implements ads + 59,000 58,000 
All other articles of merchandise #6 este 2 485,000 3,174,000 
Total merchandise ..| 12,818,000 15,910,000 * 
Articles imported we the Colonial Government 833,000 1,363,000 
Specie... ane of 2,287,000 2,524,000 
Grand total, Imports ... £| 15,933,000 19,797,000 


| 
i 
| 
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Exports from Cape Colony. 


Ten Months Ten Months 
Principal and other Articles. ended 31st ended 31st 
October, 1900. | October, 1901. 
£ £ 
Gold (raw) one its 222,000 1,181,C00 
Wool (washed, scoured, and in the grease) .. 627,000 1,161,060 
Ostrich feathers ... 744,000 691,000 
Hides and skins ... 288,000 347,000 
All other articles of merchandise nes o- | 182,00) 144,000 
Total merchandise tral 5,522,000 8,427,000 
Imported goods, re-exported ... ... 515,000 460,000 
Specie | 501,009 | 153,000 
Grand total, Exports ... £ | _ 6,538,000 9,040,000 


THE RAW COTTON IMPORT TRADE OF RUSSIA. 


_ The Influence of Changes in Tariffs and Freights. 


The British Commercial Agent in Russia reports that the official 
“ Commercial and Industrial Gazette” of St. Petersburg, 6th/19th 
November, 1901, publishes the following interesting information 
with reference to the influence of customs and railway tariffs 
and sea freights, and changes therein, on the source and direction 
of the import of foreign cotton for the needs of the Russian textile 
industry during the last ten years. 

In 1894 the duty on cotton imported by sea was 15 copecks 
gold, or 224 copecks credit money®* less than the rate charged at 
overland Custom-houses. From that year the duties were equalised. 
In 1895 the freight for the carriage of cotton from Alexandria to 
Lodz via Odessa, viz., 28°17 copecks per poud, was raised to 46-05 
copecks, and from 1897 the freights from Alexandria to St. Peters- 
burg via Odessa were raised from 50°80 copecks to 56°58, and to’ 
Moscow from 46°68 to 50:58 per poud. These changes in general 
did not exercise any influence on the total amount of cotton 

imported into Russia from abroad, varying between eight and 
twelve million pouds per annum (or between 128,968 tons and 
193,452 tons) before and after, but the distribution of the import 


* Per poud, 
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according to points of entry changed considerably. From 1894 
the import by land frontiers, hitherto exceedingly small, began to 
increase, viz., via Alexandrovo from 236,000 pouds to 1,229,000 
in 1895, via Sosnovitsa from 144,000 to 402,000, and via Granitsa, 
hitherto practically non-existing, an import at once springs up. 
True, the totals of 1894, when more cotton was imported than 
during any other year of the last decade excepting 1898, fall 
somewhat in the succeeding years, though still considerably above 
the figures for 1891-1893. The increase in the overland import 
did not in 1894 have any effect on the import by sea, but this was 
solely on account of the total increase in the cotton import of that 
ear, The import via Libau, however, in 1894, fell at once to 
242,000 pouds, against 727,000 in 1893, and has continued falling 
ever since, compared with the last-mentioned year. From 1895 
the import via Odessa began declining. The constant and even 
somewhat increased import via St. Petersburg and Reval is due 
to these ports supplying the St. Petersburg and Moscow industrial 
regions, too remote from the land frontier to avail themselves of 
cotton thus imported. The Polish cotton industrial region, 
hitherto receiving its raw material both by overland and sea 
frontiers (via Libau and Odessa) begins from 1894 to receive it 
almost exclusively via the land frontier. Thus, the cotton 
peer into the Warsaw industrial region via Odessa was as 
ollows :— 


Pouds. 
1891 uae 401,000 
1892 pet 557,000 
1895 ii. ... less than 1,000 
1896 les was 4,000 
1897 ‘te sie 5,000 
1899 rer ve 7,000 
1900 5,000 


Undoubtedly, however, till 1897 the Warsaw mills still availed 
themselves of Egyptian cotton from Alexandria, and to a con- 
siderable extent, as is shown by the import figures via Granitsa 
Custom-house, which till 1897 increased at the expense of the 
import via Odessa. 

The import via Granitsa was as follows :— 


Pouds, 


In the last-mentioned year the freights on cotton from Alexandria 


. 
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to Lodz, both via Odessa and via Trieste-Granitsa were raised, 
when the carriage of cotton by both these routes almost entirely 
ceases, while it increases very considerably via Alexandrovo, i.¢., 
Egyptian cotton is in part replaced by American, and in part 
_ imported in foreign vessels via Hamburg and over German rail- 
ways. The raising of freight tariffs from Alexandria to Moscow 
in 1895, coinciding with the reduction of sea freights by the 
Wilson Line Steamboat Company from Alexandria to St. Petersburg 
and Reval via Hull (around Europe) gradually diverted Egyptian 
cotton from the Odessa route, as will be seen from the following 
figures of the import of cotton to the Moscow manufacturing © 
centre via Oderen : 


Pouds. 
1895 ... pate 1,702,000 


“ Parallel with this ation. ‘an increase is noticeable in the 
import via Reval and St. Petersburg. It would be difficult to 
say,” continues the above-mentioned journal, “ whether Russian 
freight enterprises have lost by these changes or not. ‘True, the 
distance from Odessa to Lodz and from Odessa to Moscow is 
greet than that from Alexandrovo to Lodz, and from St. 

etersburg or Reval to Moscow, but then the railway freights for 
short stretches are higher; but all things considered, such as 
the high working expenses, such as they now are, the railways 
probably have hardly been the losers. In any case, to restore the 
former traffic direction for cotton, freight tariffs would have to be 
very considerably reduced, which would hardly be justified from 
the railways point of view. 


| 
| | | 


Dee. 19, 1901. | THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 543 


HINTS ON PACKING GOODS FOR ASIA MINOR. 


The United States Consul at Harput, in a recent report, remarks 
on the question of transport from the coast to the inland cities 
of Asia Minor as being of prime importance in- connection 
with all efforts to establish trade relations at such centres as 
Harput* and Diarbekr, far removed from the seaboard. A waggon | 
road extends from Samsoun, on the ‘Black Sea, to both these 
points, and vehicles make the journey in a little over a fortnight. 
The bulk of the traffic, however, from Samsoun, as well as all the 
transport from the slightly nearer port of Alexandretta, on 
the Mediterranean, is by means of camels, horses, and mules. 
Out of 12,000 loads of merchandise received annually at Harput 
and Mezreh,’but 150 are waggon loads. 

In order to insure the lowest possible freight rates, it is essential 
for foreign exporters to adapt the size and weight of their packages, 
as far as practicable, to the local requirements. The following 
information and suggestions, the Consul says, may be helpful to 
those who are endeavouring to gain a foothold for their wares in 
Central and Eastern Turkey. 


Waggon Transport is available for goods forwarded to the 
seaport of Samsoun. It is the only means of transport, and the 
route the only means of communication available for packages 
exceeding 240 lbs. (85 okes in weight). Waggoners are unwillin 
to take packages exceeding 510 lbs. (180 okes). Such packages, 
as well as light packages of large or awkward size, pay excess 
freight. The maximum weight of a package which can be 
transported by waggon is 1,415 Ibs. (500 okes). :, 

In packing for this market boxes or bales which are to be 
forwarded by wheeled transport, care should be taken to have 
the cases and wrappings of a thoroughly solid and substantial 
nature, and to pack the contents so tightly that there is not the 
slightest possibility of friction. These precautions are of prime 
importance, in view of the journey of fifteen to twenty days in 
springless, jarring vehicles over highways originally well con- 
structed, but now in a sadly dilapidated’ condition. Samsoun 
agents protect packages, when necessary, with coarse, waterproof 
coverings before, forwarding to the interior. 

* The Consul writes as follows concerning carriage by waggon 
loads :—‘ As an instructive example of transport charges on goods 
from abroad, I might quote the following data on a recent con- 
signment of American agricultural implements to Harput: The 
lot included 1 mower, 3 ploughs, 3 cultivators, 1 harrow, 40 rakes, 
hoes, and forks, 2 sets of harness, &c. Gross weight, 2,839lbs. ; 
net weight, 1,999 lbs.; cubic feet, 136°8. The freight rate from 
New York to Samsoun was 14°67 dols.t plus 1°80 dols. insurance 


* On the caravan route half-way between Baghdad and the Black Sea. 
+ Dollar = 4s. 2d, 
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and 2 dols. cat in New York. The charge from Samsoun to 
Harput was 55 dols., the rate being slightly higher than usual 
on account of the presence of two very bulky cases.” 


Horse Transport.—The necessity for very compact and tight 
packing is less imperative than by the preceding method; the 
range of weight is, however, much more restricted. The normal 
weight for a pac to be carried by the average horse or mule 
is 177 lbs. (623 okes). Muleteers dislike to take heavier loads, but 
occasionally accept packages weighing up to 198 lbs. (70 okes). 
For packages of less than the normal weight, simple fractions, such 
as the half or third of the above figure—177 lbs.—can be adjusted 
most advantageously to the pack animal. The preferable shape of 
a package is oblong, the proportions approximating those of a 
customary dress-suit case. 


Camel Transport—The above remarks, concerning shape, 
division of weight, manner of packing, &c., apply also to trans- 
port by camels. This method is the least expeditious, but on 
the other hand the cheapest and the most satisfactory of all the 
means of transport. The slow, deliberate tread of the camel causes 
a minimum of jarring to the contents of the boxes. The preferable 
weight of pavkages for camels is 226 lbs. (80 okes); the maximim 
weight is 246 lbs. (85 okes). 


Rates of Transport.—Carriage rates from Samsoun to Harput, 
a distance of 3074 miles vary from 5s. 10d. to 8s. 2d. per 
100 lbs. (61. 10s. 8d. to 91. per ton of 2,240 lbs., or 12s. 11d. 
to 18s. ld. per metric quintal of 100 kilograms), or 5d. to 7d. 
a mile per ton of 2,240 Ibs. Camel transport is the cheapest 
form of transport; waggon transport is the dearest. The latter 
method is most expensive in winter and early spring, when mud 
is deep and the mountain passes are obstructed by snow. Transport 
by pack animals is cheapest in the spring and early summer, when 
herbage is abundant by the wayside and the cost of subsistence ew 
route sinks to the vanishing point. 


~j}- 


| 
| 

| 
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FRENCH INTERESTS IN CHINA. 


The following particulars relating to French interests in China 
are taken from an article by M. Emile Galland published in the 
“ Dépéche Coloniale ” of 13th inst. :— : 

Trade.—The following table shows the value of the “special” trade 
of France with China during each of the four years 1896-1899 :— 


Imports from China 
Year. 
tion.) (Domestic produce.) 
1896 Seg 3,184,000 199,000 
1899 9,074,000 218,000 


The above figures (which are taken from the French Trade 
Volumes for the years specified) do not entirely represent the 
value of the commercial movement between France and China, 
for a certain proportion of French merchandise, of which it is 
difficult to estimate the quantity and value, is imported into China 
after having been declared for export to London or Hong-Kong, 
and it is also necessary to take into account the important trade 
of French Indo-China with China. In 1900 the imports from 
China into Indo-China were valued at 3,612,000/., and the exports 
from Indo-China to China at 2,988,000I., of which 2,160,000/. was 
the value of rice exported. 

French Capital in Public Loans—TF'rench capital invested in 
public loans in China exceeds 20,000,0001., distributed as follows :— 
Chinese loan, 4 per cent. (1895), 14,880,000/.; Chinese loan, 
4 per cent. (1898), 2,600,000/.; Yunnan railway loan, 1901, 
3,120,0001. 

Railways.—Foremost among the railways in which French 
interests are concerned is the Hankow-Pekin line, which has a 
length of 776 miles, and which was conceded to a Franco-Belgian 
Syndicate. The loan contracted for the construction of this rail- 
way amounted to 4,500,000, three-fifths of which were contributed 
by France. The Syndicate also vbtained the right to work the 
mines in the neighbourhood of the line and to construct branch 
lines where necessary. A subsidiary company, the “ Société franco- 
helge de recherches miniéres en Chine,” has been formed for the 
working of the mines. 

In Shan-Si, the French group of the Russo-Chinese Bank 
has obtained the concession for constructing a railway 153 miles 
long from Tai-Yuen-fu to Ching-ting-fu, serving the Ping-Ting 
coal basin, and joining the Pekin-Hankow line. The concession 
provides for the extension of the line in a south-westerly direction, 
thus giving it a total length of from 300 to 370 miles, 


‘UY 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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A Franco-Belgium syndicate obtained on the 6th December, 
1899, the concession for a line running by the side of the Yellow 
River from Kai-Fong-fu, the capital of Honan, and a future station 
on the Pekin-Hankow line, to Honan-fu, with an ultimate exten- 
sion to Singan-fu, the capital of Shen-Si. 

The concession for a railway of local interest from Housé to 
Kiang-Nan near Hangchow was granted in February, 1898, to the 
“ Syndicat Wétudes industrielles et de travaux publics en Chine.” 
The French Government, moreover, has obtained from China an 
undertaking that only a French or a Franco-Chinese company will 
have the right of constructing a railway from Pakhoi to a point to 
be determined on the Si-Kiang, and the concession for a railway 
connecting a point on the Kwang-Chow Bay to a point on the east 
coast of the Peninsula of Lei-Chow. 


Mines.—Besides those mining concessions granted conjointly 
with the construction of railways, several other concessions have 
been granted as follows :— 

Anthracite beds in Hupeh; coal mines in Kiang-Su; coal and 
iron mines, petroleum beds, and metallic mines in Ssuchuan; 
mercury, coal, and iron mines in Kwei-Chow; and various mines 


in Kang-Tung. 


‘Dee. 19, 1901.] 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


547, 


Import Duties on 


Articles 


containing Sugar. 


Confectionery, licorice---if declared by the importer 8. 


TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. . 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
With reference to previous notices which have appeared in the 
Journal with regard to the rates of duty leviable 
on articles containing sugar, the Board of Trade 
have now received a further amended Schedule 
of the fixed rates of duty on such articles, 
which has been issued by the Commissioners of Customs for the 
idance of Customs officers. It appears from this document that 
the following additions require to be made to the Schedules 
already published :— 


d. 


not to contain more than 30 per cent. of added 
sugar or other sweetening matter—subject to 


occasional sampling and test 


cewt, 1 38 


Milk, condensed, slightly sweetened, whether whole, 
separated, or skimmed-—if declared by the importer 
not to contain more than 18 per cent. of added sugar 
—subject to occasional sampling and test ... cwt. 0 9 


A copy of a Proclamation, dated 27th Augus 


Restriction or 
Prohibition of 
the Importation 
of Stock, &c. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


t, 1901, has been 


received, replacing that of the 8th August, 
1899. The new Proclamation either restricts 
or prohibits, for a period of two years from the 
above date, the importation or introduction 
from certain specified countries into the State 
of New South Wales of the stock, articles or things mentioned in 
the attached Schedules. 


SCHEDULE A. 

Stock and Fittings from places outside the Australian States which 
may be admitted subject to the Restrictions and Regulations 
mentioned in this Schedule. 


Description of 
Stock, Articles or 
Things. 


Country or Colony 
from which 
Stock come. 


Restrictions and Regulations. 


*Cattle, sheep, and 
swine. 


| 
| 
| 


From Great Britain 

and Ireland, Ger- 
many, Belgium, 
the United States 
of America, and 
Canada, 


Ail such stock imported from Great 
Britain and Ireland shall be ship 
at the ports of London, Liverpool or 
Glasgow ; from Germany, at the ports- 
of Hamburg and Bremen ; from 
Belgium, at the port of Antwerp ;. 
from the United States, at the port of 
New York ; and from Canada, at the 
rt of Vancouver; and all such 
stock shall be introduced and dealt 
with in accordance with the regu- 
lations under the Imported Stock Act 
of 1871, as amended in 1884 and 1896, 
in force for the time being. 


* Cattle subject to Tuberculin test. 
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Description of Country or Colony 
Stock. Articles or from which 
Things. Stock come. 


Restrictions and R<gulations. 


Angora goats ...|From the United 
States of America. 

*Horses and camels. | From any country or 
colony other than 
a country or colony 


or colony except a 
country or colony 
in “Africa and the 
Indian Archipelago. 
Goats (including} From any country 


Angora), deer.| or colony cther 


antélopes, llamas,| than a country or 


buffalo, and other} colony in Africa 
and the Indian | 


wild ruminants. 
Archipelago. 
Fittings (including | From any country or 
stalls, fittings,and| colony except a 
remises for the| country or colony 
eeping or con-| in Africa and the 


fining of cattle or} Indian Archipelago. 


sheep), and ail 
brushes, combs, 
rugs, mats, halters, 
and head stalls, or 
other articles. 


in Africa and the | 
Indian Archipelago. 
Dogs From any country) 


All such goats, horses, camels and 

dogs shall be introduced and dealt 
’ with in accordance with the above- 
mentioncd regulations, 


“All such stock may be admitted for any 
Zoological Society, but shall be dealt 
| with in accordance with the above- 
mentioned regulations. 


_ Fittings may be landed, provided the 
permission of the Chief Inspector of 
Stock is obtained, but subject to 
disinfection as required by the above- 
mentioned regulations. 


* Horses subject to Mallein test. 
ScHEDULE B. 
Stock, articles, or things from places outside the Australian States 
which are absolutely prohibited from being introduced into this 


State. 


Description of Stock, Articles, or Things. 


From what Country or Colony. 


Cattle, sheep, and swine ... 


Horses, came's, degs, goats, deer, antc- 
lopes, llamas, buffalo, and other wild 
ruminants. 

Cattle, sheep, swine, horses, camels, ) 
dogs, goats, deer, entelopes, llamas, 
buffalo, and other wild ruminants. 

All kinds of carcases, hides, skins, wool, 
hair, horns, hoofs, and bones. 


All fodder (including hay, straw, litter, 
grass, green crop, grain, corn, and 
anything commonly used for, or 
with, or about, stock). 

Litter, bedding, and manure... 


...| Are absolutely prohibited from all 


countries other than Great Britain and 
Ireland, Germany, Belgium, the United 
States of America, and Canada, 

From any country or cclony in Africa 
and the Indian Archipelago. 


From any country or colony by any 
vessel which, with such stock on board, 
has called at any port in the Indian 
Archipelago. 

Put on board a vessel from any country 
or colony not being an Australian 
State for the use of or in any way con- 
nected with stock from such countr 
or colony or with which such stoc 
have been in contact. 


| 
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The following regulation has been made for carrying into effect 
the provisions of the Imported Stock Act of 1871, as amended in 
1884 and 1896, with regard to the application of the Mallein and 
pony se test to horses and cattle, and the duration of quarantine 

or stock :— 


Application of Mallein and Tuberculin Tests to Horses and Cattle. 


All horses intended to be shipped from any place other than any 
of the Australian States (including Tasmania and New Zealand) 
shall, before being shipped, be subjected by the veterinary 
surgeon appointed to examine and grant certificates of health for 
stock intended to be shipped for New South Wales toa Mallein 
test, and all cattle from any such place shall be subjected to a 
Tuberculin test; and if any of such horses or cattle shall, in the 
opinion of such veterinary surgeon, react to such test, he will 
refuse to grant a certificate of health, and such horses or cattle, as 
the case may be, shall not be admitted into the State. : 


Duration of Quarantine for Stock from places outside the . 
Australian States. 


The several kinds of stock from places outside the Australian 
States mentioned below admitted to quarantine shall remain therein 
for the respective periods specified below, dating from the day of 
removal from the vessel, namely :—- 

Horses... ... 14 days. 
Sheep, if imported from the United Kingdom... 30 ,, 
Sheep, if imported from any other colony or 


country outside the Australian States 
Buffaloes, goats, deer, antelopes, llamas, and 

other wild ruminants ... id 


If any stock are not removed at the expiration of their term 
of quarantine, they shall, after not less than 14 days’ notice has 
been given to the owner, be sold or otherwise disposed of as the 
Minister may direct. 


BRITISH NORTH BORNEO. é 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
patitin a of the British North Borneo Official 
Tariff Gazette, dated 14th October last, containing a 
copy of a Notification (No. 188), providing for 


the imposition of new rates of Customs duties on articles imported 
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into, and exported from, the State of North Borneo, as from 
15th October, 1901. 

The new Tariff, in which the rates of duty vary considerably 
from those hitherto in force, may be seen by persons interested on 
application to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. ' 


GERMANY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 

: statement giving particulars of alterations in 

rs. tare allowances, which have recently been 

; . decreed by the Bundesrath, on certain goods 

imported into Germany. The new rates, which are to come into 
force on the Ist January, 1902, are as follows :— 


Tare Rates. 

(In percentages 

. of the gross 
7 Article. Nature of Packing. weight.) 
Former| New 
Rate. | Rate 
6e 2B.) Rough iron polished chains ...| In barrels 458 
19. | Unpolished brass plates ... tO} 
25e 2a.| Sparkling wine, in whole bottles t Incases of 100 kilogs. 22, | 22,, 
half or less 22,, 24,, 
257. | Musk nuts... ...| In cases 16. 
25”. | Caviare in tin boxes... wing 
25v 1,| Unworked tobacco leaves ...|In plain wrapping of} — 3, 
woven hair and linen 

th In cases, whicharemade| 23,, 16,, 


of three thin wooden 
boards glued together 
across one another in 
the direction of the 
grain of the wood, and 
which are provided 
with lead-foil and pro-| 
tected at the corners’ 
with thin tinplates | 


- 
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EGYPT. 
With reference to the notice which appeared at pp, ifm AS the 
‘ .~ ‘Board of Trade Journal” for the 20th June 
last relative to a Valuation Tariff* in use by the 
and E 

Metal gyptian Customs Authorities for the purpose 
Meunfestmues. of assessing Customs duties on certain metals 
and metal manufactures, the Board of Trade 
have now received a copy of a new Tariff of Valuations for the 
same goods, which was to come into force on the Ist inst., and 
remain in operation for six months or until denunciation. The 

Tariff is as follows :— 


Valuation per Kilog.+ 
Articles. 

Former. | New. 

Mull mill, 
Copper and brass sheets, round and bottoms ee tek 80 76 
»  inrolls; bars, roundand flat 77 73 

» Wire ois eve ad val. ad 

Brass wire tee see ” ” 

» Sheets, plain, 24 by 48, weighing from 8 to 5 lbs. ... ” ” 

Iron and steel plates, ordinary, without mark, English ... 63 

9 ” ” ” Belgian... 6 bf 
bars, angles, and tees ,, English... 6 5} 
” ” ” ” Belgian... 

» corrugated (B. G, 24. and 26)... 11} 
Ordinary cast-iron pipes and fittings ... ...| val. ad val. 
Studs (Benwill’s) new ... oat owe 25 25 

Nails (French), iron, from France, Belgium, Germany, or 

America (15 35,to 24 x 200)... ess 8} 8} 
Iron or steel girders from England ... de 64 

Quicksilver 270 270 


* The Valuation Tariffs are fixed by agreement between the Customs Adminis- 
tration and the principal merchants concerned, and they may be denounced by 
the Customs Administration or by the merchants (or any one of them) not less 
than 15 days before the lapse of the period for which they were framed, If not 
so denounced they remain in force for a further term. 

+ Duty is charged on these valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. 

The valuations are stated in thousandth parts of Egyptian £. £E = 20s. 64d, 
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Tron tubes for gas, water, and steam, and fittings therefor, are 
assessed under a separate Valuation Tariff, on which the following 


rates of discount-are allowed :— 


Rate of Discount. 


Articles, 
Former. New. 
Gasand water pipes... 773 78 
Steam 673 ,, 65 
Boiler tu ae 673 
Gas and water pipcs, galvanised eee wool 70 4 


A copy has also bees received of a Valuation Tariff for the 
Valuation Tariff assessment of Customs duties on certain yarns 


for certain 


and tissues, which came into force on the 


: Ist inst., and is to continue in operation for 
YarnsandTissues. + elve months or until denunciation. This 
Tariff takes the place of that published in the Journal of 28th 
February last, and subsequently amended as shown in the Journal | 


of the 14th March : — 


Nore.—aA tare of 3 per cent. is allowed on all bales. Additions 
to the Tariff are printed in italic type. 
Valuation per Kilog. 
Articles. 
Former. New. 
Mill: Mill. 
White longcloths, soft or hard finish ... oe ae 70 70 
Victoria lawns, common qualities... | 80 70 
Doriabs, hard finish... 
Grey T and longcloths, grey chirtings, grey ‘tangibs, twills 
and cambrics ... sos 70 70 
Arabian stripes and cotton scrims ose eee aoe 60 60 
Tow, hemp, and linen yarns, grey or bleached oe 70 7 
Cotton yarns (except Indian), grey or bleached ... 68 56 
» sewing thread (except Indian), grey or bleached . 68 78 
Linen or cotton yarns, grey, bleached, or dyed, fine qualities 210 210 
Fine Victoria lawns (not exceeding 34d. per yard)... 268 175 
95 mulls (not exceeding 2s. 6d. per 20 yards)... 268 255 
White ‘tangibs (coft finish), grey mulls and grey lenos, 
white mulls, grey doriahs, white doriahs (soft finish). 
white cambrics (soft finish)—not exceeding the following 
prices :—grey mulls, 1s, 4d. per piece of 20 yards ; white 
mulls, 1s. 6d. per piece of 20 yards... 118 118 
Crapes, dice checks, herring-bones, sateen stripes, bleacheil| 
or grey, all common qualities seb 11) 110 
White shirtings, white Croydons, white twills (price not 
exceeding 44d. per yard for shirtings, and 34d. meee 
4d.] per yard for Croydons and twills) ... oes = 90 90 
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Valuation per Kilog. 
Articles. 
Former. New. 
Mill. Mill. 
Prints, for dresses or for furniture, and cretonnes (price not 
exceeding 4d, [formerly 43d.] per yard) ... 132 
Union ose eee see 70 68 
Tangibs, hard finish _.. 46 46 
Fancy cloths, red, coloured, or sateen stripes (Bazin) (price 
not exceeding bd. per yard) .. coo 180 130 
Sheetings (price not eset 14d. per yard) ia 135 125 
Dhooties, grey... ooo wee 100 
Cambrics, y.12_ ... ad val, ad val 
y.24 ” ” 
Plain common dyed cloths, sateens, “black “drills, ‘crapes 
Turkey red common brocades ; except jaconets and linings 
(price not exceeding 34d. [formerly 54d. for black drills 
and 4d. for all others] per yard 120 110 
Coloured cotton yarns (price not exceeding 10d. per 1b.) : 90 75 
Gassed or mercerized yarns, grey, bleached, or _ (price 
not exceeding 17d. [formerly rig, per Ib. 115 100 
Zephyrs fostaat not exceeding 34d. [formerly 4d. ] per yard, 185 185 
Striped jute, linen, or cotton cloths, for mattresses, common 
qualities (price not 8d. 120 110 
Bed-tick checks ... 79 79 
Prints (satiné), for furniture “(price “not ‘exceeding 4d 
[formerly 5d. ak yard) ... 160 155 
Cambrics, hard fi ooo 70 70 
Jaconets, crimps, heavy lappets, “heavy lenos 
common punjees, and _ prints, plain, coloured, 01 
printed .. ed va) ad val, 
Swiss checks, bleached or grey (price not “exceeding 2d 
[formerly 3d.] peryard 110 110 
Drills, grand drills and cetaries (price not “exceeding 3d 
{formerly 4d.] per yard) .. 80 80 
Cotton flannelettes and printed flannelettes (price no! 
exceeding 5d. per yard for English and 60 c. per metr 
for European {formerly 6d. per yard]) ... 139 115 
Oxfords, common qualities (price not exceeding 4d 
{formerly 5d.] per yard) .. 105 110 
Fine brocades, plain, figured, or ‘printed «| val ad val. 
Fine zephyrs above 34d. per yard) ... 
Plain cotton crepon, white, black, or colound =... 
Fine light twills or shirtings ; embroidery cambrics “s ad 
Nainsook and similar cloths, white, black, or coloureé 
(price not exceeding 33d. per yard) 215 215 
Fine merlawns; fine light muslins, p! ain, coloured, oO 
printed (price not exceeding 7d. per yard) 400 400 
Fine sateens and printed sateens (price above 33d. per yard) ad ral ad val 


i 
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NEW ZEALAND. 


The “New Zealand gn il of 24th October last publishes an 
: Order in Council fixing the dues to be paid in 
respect of any harbour Fights, signals, or 
Bort of Helson. beacons situate at or in the Harbour of Nelson 
to be as follows, viz. :— 
On every ship over 100 tons register which shall arrive 
at the said harbour, and which does not take a pilot, 
per ton register... 0 
On every ship of and under 100 tons register which shall 
arrive at the said harbour, and which does not take 
a pilot, per ton register... 
All charges at variance with the above are repealed. 


PERU. 


A despatch, dated 29th October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister Resident 
and Consul-General at Lima, forwarding trans- 
in the Port of lation, as follows, of a Law dated 14th October, 

eet respecting the establishment of a hulk for the 
; Customs service in the Bay of Tumbes :— 
Article 1.—The Government will arrange that a hulk shall be 
kept at anchor constantly in the Bay of Tumbes. 
Article 2.—The- Maritime and Customs officers of the Port of 

Tumbes shall be obliged to live on the said hulk. 

Article 3.—The necessary sum to carry out this Law shall be 
considered in the general budget of the Republic. 


MINERALS, METALS, AND MACHINERY. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


According to “ Indian Engineering” of 16th ult., about 14 amar 
, from Trivandrum in Travancore is a plumbago 
— Mining nine which has timbered shafts underground, is 

in Aravancore. worked by Cornish miners and turns out more 
than a hundred tons of plumbago each month. The operations are 
stated to be far in advance of those in Ceylon, though not so widely 
distributed or extensive as regards output.. The export of the 
mineral from ‘Travancore last year was 1,600 tons. 
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AUSTRALIA. 

The Board of Poe a from the 
. ent-General for Victoria, stating that the 
Ben al gold yield of that State during the len eleven 
Eleven Months of months amounted to 684,175 ounces, the yield 
1901 for November being 53,426 ounces, as compared 
: eo with 77,039 ounces for November, 1900, and 

724,909 ounces for the eleven months ended November, 1900. 


TRANSVAAL. — 
According to statements published in the “ Natal Mercury,” the 
output of gold in the Rand in September and 


Gold Output October last from the mines at 
present at work 
in September and as follows :-— 


October. 


023. & 
September... ... 981,936 135,654 
October 83,395 141,848 
SWEDEN. 


Referring to the notice on pp. 630-1 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 19th September last, a despatch, 
Iron Industry. dated 4th inst., has béen received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul at Stockholm forward- 
ing statistics relating to the Swedish iron trade for the period 
January—September of the present year, taken from a report read 
at a meeting held by the Swedish Iron Masters’ Association on the 
30th ult, 
The following table shows the production of iron during the first 
nine months of 1901, as compared with the corresponding period 
of 1900 :— 


January to September, 

1900. 1901. 

Tons. Tons. 

Bessemer ingots... 299 one 70,100 58,000 
Siemen’s Martin ingots... ods «| 146,300 136,500 


During the quarter July-September, 1901, 109 blast furnaces, 
258 hearth, 19 Bessemer and 44 Martin furnaces were in operation, 
as against 111, 296, 23 and 43 respectively in the corresponding 


period of the previous year. b 


| 
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ITALY. 


According to the “ Bollettino della Finanze ” of the Ist inst., there 
. is a considerable output of quicksilver in Italy, 
oe ad especially in Tuscany, where the quality of the 
ver. ore is said to be as good as that, of the Spanish 
Mines of Almaden. The chief deposits are those of San Salvatore 
and of Comacchio, and Siele in the Province of Grosseto. About 
95 per cent. of the Tuscan quicksilver is sent to the United 
Kingdom. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


According to a statement recently issued by the United States 
Bureau of Statistics, the exportation of manu- 


sence > factured goods from the United States continues 
Manufacturea *° show increases in nearly all important articles 


except copper and iron and steel. The export 
Iron and Copper. figures just made public by the Treasury eae 
of Statistics show that in the ten months ending with October, 
1901, exports of copper have fallen about 23 million dollars, and 
of iron and steel about 23 millions, making a total reduction 
in these two classes of 46,445,685 dols. The total reduction in 
exports of manufactures of all kinds during the same time is only 
44,162,856 dols., thus showing an increase in the exportation of 
manufactures as a whole, exclusive of these two articles, copper 
and iron and steel. 

The value of copper exports in the ten months ending with 
October is 454 per cent. below that for the corresponding months 
of the preceding year, and the value of iron and steel exports is 
213 per cent. below that for the corresponding months of last year. 
In the case of iron and steel the reduction is partly due to reduced 
prices per unit of quantity, in part to a reduced demand abroad, 
and in part to forced sales at low rates in certain foreign countries. 
In copper the reduction is not due to reduced prices, the average 
value per lb. of the copper exports of the ten months of this year 
being the same as that of the corresponding months of last year, 
viz., 16°3 cents per lb. The reduction in copper, therefore, is in 
quantity, the exportation of ingots, bars and plates falling from 
-800,160,141 lbs. in the ten months of 1900, to 162,728,397 Ibs. in 
the corresponding months of 1901. This falling-off in the case of 
copper is due in part to a reduced demand in the European 
countries which were the chief foreign market for American 
copper, and in part to an increased production in other countries 
and reduction of prices by foreign producers. The only other 
important article showing a material reduction is mineral oil, 


Notre.—Dollar = 4s, 2d. 
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which is about three million dollars less than in the cosenpondling 
months of last year; but this decrease is solely due to reduce 
prices, the number of gallons exported in the ten months ending 
with October being 60,289,023 greater than that for the corre- 
sponding months of the preceding year. 


CHINA. 
According to the “ Straits Budget” on the 9th ult., a coal field 
New Coal of vast magnitude, giving fuel of a very 


: high quality, will shortly be in full opera- 
a oy tion within a few hours’ steam from 
—_ Shanghai. It lies in the province of Anhui, 
quite close to the capital, Ngankin, which is situated on the 
Yangtse, less than a day’s steaming from Shanghai. It is in 
the centre of an important carboniferous region, and foreigners 
have long known and often tried to get permission to tap the 
coal seams, which borings have shown to be extraordinarily 
rich and easily worked. The mines are to be worked by 
Japanese and Chinese capitalists on a joint stock basis. The 
contract has been signed by Sheng Hsuan-hwei and Mr. 
Dogura, of Nara, one of the richest men in Japan. They have 
obtained the right to lay a short line of railway from Hsuan 
Cheng to the Yaygize to a point at which arrangements have 
been made to load steamers direct, and the Japanese can 


further bring over their own workmen to conduct the mining 
operations until such time as the Chinese become used to the 
work. The capital of the company, which is all privately pro- 
vided for is 5,000,000 yen. Work will be commenced upon 
laying the railway and sinking the shafts almost immediately. 


| 
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YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


BRITISH INDIA. 

A copy of a return has been received at the Board of Trade 

Cotton $ showing the quantity of yarn spun and woven 

and \Salanies oe produced in each Province of British 

a ndia and in Berar and the Native States. 

The following summarised statement is ex- 

Bs from the return; it shows the quantity of yarn spun and 

woven goods produced “for the five months ended August, 1899, 
1900, and 1901 :— 


Five Months ended August. 
1899. 1900. 1901. 
BRITISH Invi, BERAR AND NATIVE Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. 
STATES. 
Yarnspun .... 240,158,698 | 123,194,768 | 237,991,663 
Woven goods produced __.... ---| 40,769,861 | 84,019,130 | 46,575,150 


FRENCH GUINEA. 
The “ Dépéche Coloniale ” of 30th ult. notes that in spite of some 
. improvement in recent years the French share 
in tthe piece-goods of French Guinea is 
oe still unimportant. Ont of 4 total amount of 
235,412/., representing the value of the imports of piece-goods 
into French Guinea in 1900, only 16,043/. worth was sent from 
France and French Colonies. Four-fifths of the trade is in the 
hands of the United Kingdom, representing a value of 184,3081. 
Germany comes next with a value of 24,7961., followed by Sierra 
Leone 4,7721., the United States of America 182/., and all other 
countries, 5, 3121. 

The following table shows the value of the imports of the 
different kinds of piece-goods into French Guinea in 1900, 
distinguishing the imports from France and French Colonies, and 
from foreign countries :— 


From Franceand| From Foreign 
ee French Colonies. | Countries, 
| 
| £ £ 

Guineas... 578 1,306 
Cotton piece-g -goods, white or printed .. 8,277 | 208,624 
Linen and hempen (sacks) oe and oilcloth.. 490 - | 2,221 
Woollen piece-goods_... 114 | 590 
Made-up clothing ove 1,738 750 

’ 


Hosiery, trimmings and underclothes .. onl 1,351 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 

The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
—— from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
the week ended the 14th inst., were as follow :— 

Wheat ... “ae 278, 2d. 

Barley... 268, 8d. 

For further particulars see p. 569. 


A statement is published on p. 570, showing the quantities of 
;__ the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
imported into the United Kingdom during the 
uce. week ended the 14th inst.; as well as of the 

imports during the corresponding week of 1900. 


RUSSIA. 


According to official statistics published in the “Journal de 
St. Petersbourg” of 19th November/2nd 


a = December, the results of the 1901 crop of 


winter corn i i i 
of 1901. inter corn are as in the following table 

Rye. Wheat. 

Pouds.* Pouds.* 
Russia in Europe... 1,047,500,000 201,800,000 
Vistula Region ... 77,800,000 23,600,000 
Caucasus ... 12,100,000 80,800,000 
Siberia 14,900,000 200,000 
Territory of the Steppes 200,000 
Total ... «| 1,152,400,000 306,600,000 


* 62 pouds=1 ton (about). 


Compared with the average of the period 1896-1900, the 1901 
crop shows an increase of 10,300,900 pouds, or. about 1°1 per cent. 
The quality of the grain is said to be scarcely equal to that of last 
ie the only district in which the quality was better being the 

aucasus. 


TURKEY. - ----- 


With reference to the notice on p. 371 of the “Board of Trade 
New Grain Journal,” of 21st ult., it may be observed that, 
aod eat according to the “‘ Levant Herald” of 9th inst., 


: the Grain Exchange, pending the construction 
special will be established in tke 
first floor of the Chamber of Commerce in Galata, and will be 
managed by a committee of six members elected by the Chamter. 
The regulations have already been drafted and are under considera- — 
tion at the Council of State. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


During November there has been some decline in the engineering, 

shipbuilding and building trades. But apart 

— ot from this the usual improvement 

in the printing trades, there have been no 

marked changes in the state of employment 

compared with a month ago. On the whole it is worse than a year 

ago, but considerably better than the average state of employment 
in November during the past ten years. 

There have been few trade disputes, and a large number of coal 
miners have sustained reductions of wages during the month. 

In the 142 Trade Unions, with an aggregate membership of 
545,832 making returns, 20,614 (or 3°8 per cent.) were reported 
as unemployed at theend of November, ascompared with 3°7 per cent. 
in October, and with 3-2 per cent. in the 138 unions, with a member- 
ship of 539,175, from which returns were received for November, 
1900. The average percentage of unemployed returned at the 
end of November, during the ten years 1891-1900, was 4°6. 

The above statement is based on 2,423 returns, viz., 1,225 from 
Employers, 584 from Trade Unions, and 614 from other sources. 


in November. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended. the 12th inst. was 
Cotton Statistics. 151,148, and the number imported during the 
50 weeks ended the 12th inst. was 3,394,366. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 12th 
inst., 10,561 bales, and for the 50 weeks, 325,974. 
For further details see p. 569. 


The following inspectors of weights and measures have passed the 
Sion at examination provided for in the 11th section of 
Ensposters 6 the Weights and Measures Act, 1889:— William 


Weightsand = award Allen, Smethwick; Samuel Wilson 
Measures. Lawson, Perth Burgh; John Edward Preston, 
Bradford. 


BRITISH NORTH BORNEO. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Offica, a 
Trade in British COPY of a despatch from H.M. Consul at Brunei, 
ad in which he states that, in his opinion, it is 
useless for British manufacturers to forward 
“ catalogues and circulars with a view to promoting and extending 


“their business in Borneo, owing to the existing conditions of 
“ trade.” 
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H.M. Consul states that ‘the merchants who deal in home 
“‘ manufactures are all Chinese, who are all agents of, or under 
“ advances to, Chinese firms in Singapore, who send them goods in 
“exchange for jungle and sea produce or sago flour, and who 
“ would therefore not be in a position to open a direct: trade with 
the United Kingdom.” 

The Consul further states that “the one opening for a direct 
“trade with the United Kingdom would be in the matter of 
provisions and liquors, which at present pass through several 
“ hands before reaching the consumers in Borneo.” 

A statement of foreign imports and exports for 1899 and 1900 
has been forwarded at the same time, from which the following 
particulars have been extracted :— 


1899. 1900. 

Dols.* Dols.* 
Imports ... ose des | 2,456,999 3,178,929 


It may be added that the value of provisions imported into 
Brunei during 1900 amounted to 134,477 dols.; and that of 
wines and spirits to 176,352 dols. 


* Dollar = 2s. (about). 


NORWAY. 


A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 
Trade Foreign Office, from H.M. Consul-General at 
Intelligence Christiania, handing a copy and translation of 
R the Statute of the new Trade Intelligence 
—_— Bureau of Norway, which was sanctioned by 

the Home Office of that country on 17th October last. 

The object of the Bureau, which is to be at Christiania, is stated 
to be “to procure’ from abroad information which may contribute 
“to promote the welfare of Norwegian commerce, navigation, 
“industry, agriculture, the fisheries and handicraft, and likewise 
‘to furnish foreign countries with intelligence which may be of 
service to Norwegian ‘Trade.” 

A translation of the Statute may be seen by those interested at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 49 & 50, 
Parliament Street, London, 8.W., on any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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A despatch, dated 9th inst., has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, 
co rl reporting that the Norwegian Government have 
for Public Works. under consideration the question of raising a 
State loan of 35 millions of kroner (1,944,0001.), 
chiefly for purposes of railway construction, &. ‘The matter has 
not yet, however, been definitely settled. 


FRANCE—ALGERIA. 
According to the “Journal des Débats” of the 11th inst., the 
recent re-establishment of the caravan trade 

Saapaen Sade between the high plateaus of Oran and the 
oases of Southern Algeria has begun to bear 
fruit. It is said that the caravans have reached 
Gourara and will shortly arrive at Touat,.and that they are of more 
than ordinary importance this year, the arrivals at Gourara being 
777 persons, 2,500 camels, 1,500 sheep, 428 packages of wool, 
600 of food products, 172 of cereals and 7,350 francs in silver. 
The caravan from Oulad-Sidi-Cheik has left Géryville with 400 
persons, 1,650 camels, 470 sheep, 64 packages of woollen goods, 
150 of food products, 54 of cereals, 75 of merchandise and 1,000 
francs in silver. 

The security of the desert routes is now stated to be very 
satisfactory, and, moreover, the Government is making a practice 
of buying the necessary stores for the garrisons of French posts in 
the extreme south at the oases themselves. These must be paid “ in 
meal or in malt.” 


of Southern 
Algeria. 


FRENCH INDIA.* 
The following particulars relating to the trade of the French 
Trade in Possessions in India for the year ended 31st 
1899-1900 March, 1900, as compared with the three 
rere previous years; has recently been issued by the 
Government of India :— 


Imports into French India (including Treasure). 


From— 1896-97. | 1897-98. | 1898-99. | 1899-1900. 

£ £ 

France and Réunion... ont «| 14,360 30,834 29,444 27,722 
United Kingdom wees als on) 21 196 12,393 7,405 
Straits Settlements ... 29,998 42,615 33,544 37,255 
Other foreign countries... | 16,185 7,226 7,472 40,902 
Total of the above... «| 60,564 80,871 82,853 113,284 

Other ports in India ... sis | 51,028 68,261 38,933 50,804 
Totalimports ...  #£| 111,592 | 149,182 | 121,786 | 164,083 


* Pondichery, Karikal, Mahé, Yanaon. 


q 
f 
‘af 
( 
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Exports from French India (including Treasure). 


To— 1896-97. | 1897-98. | 1898-99. | 1899-1900 
£ 
France and Réunion ... ‘ «| 126,289 163,512 132,728 | 581,988 
United Kingdom... 14,629 | 39,817 15,614 26,617 
Straits Settlements ... dia «| 59,434 | 86,147 80,818 66,092 
Other foreign countries 20 --.| 149,088 | 192,058 82,910 63,761 
Total of the above ... ..| 349,440 481,064 312,070 738,458 
Other ports in India... ee | 43,012 76,699 20,975 70,643 
Total exports 392,552 | 557,763 | 383,045 | 809,101 


The chief port through which the trade passes is Pondichery, 
the value of the imports into and exports from that port during 
the year ended 31st March, 1900, being 124,5111. and 740,1671. 
respectively. 


FRENCH INDO- CHINA. 

The following table showing the value of the imports into and 
exports from French Indo-China during the 
car een first six months of 1901, as compared with the 
‘figures for the corresponding period of 1900, is 
taken from the “ Dépéche Coloniale ” of 4th inst. :— 


First Six Months | First Six Months 
of 1900. of 1901. 
£ 
Imports ... 2,675,000 4,052,000 
Exports... tte 3,366,000 3,224,000 
Total £| 6,041,000 7,276,000 


The increase in the value of the imports into Indo-China is due 


more particularly to the increased imports from France, as will be 
seen from the following table which distinguishes the value of the 
imports from France and French colonies and from — 


countries : 


Imports. 
First Six Months | First Six Months 
of 1900, of 1901. 
From France and French Colonies 1,119,000 1,947,000 
foreign countries ... 1,556,000 2,105,000 
Total 4,052,000 
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PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. 


The “ Natal Mercury” of the 22nd ult. gives some figures from 
Ba. statistics published at Lourengo Marques 
Delagen Bay relative to the trade at that port during 1899, 


Trade Statistics. 1900, and the first half of 1901 on which the 
following table is based :— 
Trade of Lourenco Marques (Delagoa Bay). 

ery 1899. 1909. Months of 1901. 
Milreis. Milreis. Milreis. 
Imports... 2,895,000 4,221,000 1,195,000 
Transit  ... ©... 17,622,000 19,247,000 4,156,000 


The export trade of Delagoa Bay is unimportant, the value for 
the first six months of 1901 is stated to have been 774,000 milreis 
as compared with 488,000 milreis during the first half of 1900. 
The value for the whole of 1899 was only 382,000 milreis. The 
writer in the “ Natal Mercury”’ notes that during the months 
January-June of this year, the goods received in transit, being 
almost entirely. military supplies for the Transvaal, amounted to 
iess than half of what was forwarded during the same period of 
1900, when all the provisions obtainable were being sent through 
to what was then the South African Republic and the Orange Free 
State, and, although there was then some falling-off as compared 
with the previous year, this was not nearly so great as might be 
expected, considering the closing down of the mines and the great 
diminution of the population by the exodus of the refugees. 


Note.—The value of the milreis varies considerably, but 64 to the pound sterling 
has been about the average rate during the last two years. 


SPAIN. 


A despatch dated 26th ult. has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Ambassador at Madrid, 


forwarding .a copy and translation of a Royal 
eeeimitiers Decree for the reorganisation of the Govern- 

far ment arsenals in Spain. 

By this Decree, only two of the three 


. arsenals are to continue to be used by the 
building Yard. Government for naval construction, the ‘aimed 
at Ferrol, for vessels of more than 5,000 tons, and the arsenal: at 
Carthagena for smaller vessels. ee 
The Carraca Arsenal is to be divided into three separate 
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establishments. (1)-An artillery arsenal. -(2) A depository for 
warlike stores. (3) A private ship-building yard. 

Under article 6 of this Decree, the EGnister of Marine is 
authorised to present a Bill to the Cortes for leasing this ship- 
building yard to a private firm. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 14th inst. contains a Royal Order 
approving the tender of a Swiss house for the 


rite installation of heating apparatus in the National 
Picture Gallery at the upset price of 133, 
pesetas, or about 3, 9801. 


ROUMANIA. 


The “Revue d’Orient” of the 1st inst. states that according to 
d official statistics there are at the present time 


in Roumania 196 workshops, manufactories, 

Ro and works benefiting by the advantages of the 

wpenin. Roumanian Industrial Law. These works are 
divided as follows :— 


Seven of mineral waters and other beverages ; 4 the graphic arts 
and bookbinding ; 3 basalt and pottery; 11 coffee, chocolate, and 
farinaceous substances ; 5 brick making ; 30 saw mills ; 6 preserved 
foods; 5 cement and cement manufactures ; 3 7 paper and 
cardboard ; 9 agricultural machinery ; 5 wood and iron household 
furniture and utensils: 16 metals; 13 eae 21 cloth, rope, 
and twine ; 12 stearine, soap, and perfumery; 5 glass works ; 
12 tanneries; 10 mineral oils; 9 lime, stone, and plaster ; 
8 sugar and glucose. | 

These establishments employ 18,992 hands. The amount: of 
capital sunk in buildings and the necessary installations is stated 
as 3,770,6771., of which 1,752,435l. represents the value of the 
constructions, and 2,018,2421. of the installations. The advantage 
which these establishments enjoy under the Law for the encourage- 
ment’ of national industry consists in exemption from Customs 
duties of imports of machinery and accessories, and also of materials 


not produced in the country. These an annually amount 


to about 450,739. 


CHINA. 


In the “ Economiste. Frangais.”. of the, 7th inst. some particulars 


rag te vj, are given as to the trade of South West China 

“teu a. (Y cana via Tonkin and the Red River route 

* River Ro for the first six months. of 1901, as compared 
ver Ronte),. with’a similar periodof 1900. 

This transit trade! consists almost entirely of the imports and 
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exports of Yunnan from and to the Hong-Kong depéts, and is 
largely on the increase as seen by the following table :— 


First Six Months. 


1900. 1901. 

£ 
Imports into Yunnan from Hong-Kong... aes «..| 203,000 612,000 
Exports from Yunnan to Hong-Kong ... we ---| 109,000 246,000 


The imports into Yunnan in the first half of 1901 consisted 
chiefly of cotton yarn 442,000/., cotton piece-goods (80,000/.), and 
Chinese tobacco (62,000/.). The principal articles exported from 
Yunnan in the same period were tin (212,000/.) and tea (11,000/.). 


JAPAN. 


According to a report by the Swiss Consul-General at Yokohama 
Watch and Clock Published in the “ Schweizerisches Handel 
Trade in 1900 samtsblatt,” the value of finished watches 
* imported into Japan in 1900 was 729,747 yen, 
and the value of unfinished watches together with accessories was 
924,167 yen. Of the total value of watches imported (1,653,914 
yen), Switzerland’s share was 912,389 yen, the United States of 
America coming next with 524,347 yen, followed by France with 
196,032 yen. 

The watch trade of Japan has undergone a complete trans- 
formation in the last ten years. Formerly the trade was almost 
exclusively in the hands of Swiss firms; now, however, many 
Japanese who have been to Europe to study in schools of 
watch and clock making, have returned home and established 
watch factories there. It is said that while the Japanese 
are very clever in executing the delicate workmanship required, 
they have not taken into account sufficiently the artistic side 
of the business in establishing the watchmaking industry in 
their country ; and of the two manufactories founded in 1893 and 
1894 at Tokio and Osaka, the first has definitely closed its doors, 
and the second, although it has overcome many difficulties, is in a 
. precarious position. The Japanese efforts, however, in this in- 
dustry have produced a number of native watchmakers sufficiently 
large to make their country independent of Europeans for repairs. 
The competition of the latter in regard to repairs to watches is no 
longer possible. 

The clock-making industry has made great progress in Japan. 
The imports of clocks from foreign countries, which at one time 
were very large, are now practically confined to the cheap clocks 
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made in the Black Forest district, which can be placed on the 
market at slightly over two shillings each. 


The value of clocks imported into Japan in 1900 was as 
follows :— 


From— Quantity. Value. 
No. (estimated). Yen. 

Germany ... fie 132,690 149,320 
United Kingdom ... a phe 244 3,299 
United States of America pon nai oe 6,535 29,986 
Other countries ... pis 2 18 
Total dia 139,920 186,586 


The value of detached parts of clocks imported into Japan in 
1900 amounted to 91,948 yen, of which America sent 75 per cent. 
and Germany 25 per cent. 


Notre.—Yen = 2s, 0}d. 
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REPORT OF BRITISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 


'* Manchester—A meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
Manchester Chamber of Commerce was held on the 11th inst., 
Mr. John Thompson, president, occupying the chair. 

A letter from the Birmingham Chamber of Commerce on the 
subject of the prejudicial effect upon British industry of the action 
of shipping conferences in maintaining differential freight rates to 
the disadvantage of exporters of British manufactures was remitted 
to the Shipping Committee for consideration and report. 

The attention of the Chamber has recently been called to the 
policy of the French Colonial Office of granting trading concessions 

involving monopolies which, it is alleged, are not in conformity 
with the International Act of Berlin respecting Africa. On the 
13th November a joint deputation, representing the Liverpool, 
London, and Manchester Chambers, had an interview with Lord 
- Lansdowne at the Foreign Office with special reference to the 
concessions in the French Congo. The proceedings were not 
made public, but the representative of the Manchester Chamber 
reported that satisfactory assurances had been given to the 
deputation that the action of the French authorities was under the 
careful consideration of the Foreign Office. 

The minutes of the India, China, and Colonial Committee con- 
tained a reference to the recently completed official telegraphic 
vocabulary, which it was intended to make obligatory for the 
selection of words for use in international code telegrams. This 
matter, which has been the subject of much consideration and 
correspondence by the Chamber since the inception, several years 
ago, of the project of a compulsory vocabulary, is receiving the 
attention of other commercial bodies. 

Other matters under consideration were London-Paris afternoon 
train service ; sub-basements in warehouses; Parliamentary pro- 
cedure ; contracts for exports to Delhi, and patent law reform. 


£68 
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Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 


at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 50 Weeks ended 12th December, 1901. 


Week ended | rath || Week ended | 
— 12th Dec.. 12th Dee, 
1901. December, 1901 | December, 
1901. 1901. 
Imports. Exports. 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
. No. No. No. | No. 
American... 122,445 2,848,526 4,910 | 187,765 
Brazilian... dio 5,893 48,409 . | 2,165 
Bast Indian... 476 81,976 424 48,067 
Egyptian... ove 20,689 348 698 5,051 | 84,083 
1,645 66,757 1% 8,894 
Total ... ...| 151,148 3,394,366 10,561 | 325,974 
Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 14th December, 1901, and 
corresponding weeks of the four previous years, pursuant to the Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 


Average Price. 


Wheat. | Barley. Oats. 


Week ended 14th December, 1901... £166 19 3 
Correspondirg week in— 

1900 eee eee eee eee eee eee 26 9. 25 17 l 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conyersion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


| 

| | 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 

Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
14th December, 1901, ———. with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week ‘of the previous year. 
Week ended | Correspond- 
aia 14th Dec. ing week 
1901. in 1900 
By ye cows, and cal Number. 5,230 11,588 
Sheep 8 WER Yum) 
andlambe...  ... 565 7,912 
Feb meat :— 
ove ove one “a 26,747 21,422 
Salted or preserved meat:— 
Beef 81 5,843 
Pork a 1,463 3 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh .. a 11,376 10,236 
Meat, preserved,otherwise thanby salting| ss 18,520 17,247 
iry produce and substitutes :— 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums*.. ve <4 491 
» cream®* 277 1,103 
» preserved, other kinds* |. = ee 94 
Value £ 67,281 99,081 
Rabbit dead (not tinned) oa Cwts. 4,440 8,252 
Lard . 48,083 44,191 
grain, meal and flour :— 
Wheat-meal and flour ot 7,800 419,200 
Maize orIndiancorn .. ... 786,500 1, 310, 900 
Fruit, raw :— 
eco ose Ses Cwts. 72,901 106,810 
” 
| tbe | 42,684 43,768 
Pears 2,42 4,105 
Plums... ” 
Unenumerated ose 2,325 2,470 
Hay ... Tons. 757 1.595 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions eee eee eee ooo eee Buzhels. 136,984 177,047 
Unenumerated ... Vaiue £ 4,987 12,115 
In 1900 these were not shown se ly. 
t Included with vegetables unen' prior to 1901, 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of November, 1901, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on*the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 84d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet. 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, —— Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1900, in two Volumes, may 
be purchased at a cost of 5s. 10d. for the first, and 4s. for, the 
second Volume, at any of the addresses enumerated above. This 
publication, which contains much more detailed and exhaustive 
information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, gives, 
in the first volume, Abstract Tables for the years 1896-1900, and 
detailed statement of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country), and in the second volume details as to 
customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, and 
articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. — 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 15th 
of each month. The following are among the more important 
articles that appeared in the number issued the 15th inst. :—State 
of the Labour Market in November, 1901: Factory Statistics : 
Employment of School Children: Belgian Industrial Census 
of 1896, &c., &e. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in recently issued Consular Reports of the 
Annual Series. 
No. 2729. Agriculture of Trans-Caucasia, 1901. 


Weather and crop reports. Experiments in growing. 
Tea. Imperial plantations at Ramie and “ Chinese nettle.” 
Chackva. Cotton growing and cotton 
Sericulture. trade. aM 

Cattle rearing. Agricultural Oilseeds. Viticulture. To- 
exhibition at Tiflis. bacco. ome 


571. Miscellaneous Series. Austro-Hungarian Currency Reform. 
History of the currency changes made in recent years. 
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Government Publications. 


1st January, 1901,,ma 
East Harding Street, 


LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. - 
Tue following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have bene issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 


‘be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & 
leet Street, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 


| No. 


| 


No. Place. Price Place. Price 
EUROPE— German Empire and Colonies: 
Austria-Hungary: 2622 | Baden ... fe ---1900} 1d. 
2664 | Austria-Hungary -1900} 2d. || 2576 | Chemnitz 
2688 | Bohemia 20. || 2697 | Dantzig vei’ 
2552 i Herzego- 2680 | Frankfort... | 
| vina ... ...1899| 1d, | 2671 | Germany 23d. 
2715 | Bosnia and Herzego- 2551 (Estimates) 1901] 1d. 
1d. || 2568 | German Kast Africa ...1900) 3d. 
2694 | Fiume ... 1d. || 2628 | Hamburg 
2665 | Hungary (Financial | 2574 33d. 
: Conditicn) ... 2d. || 549 | Colonial Estimates for 1901) 1d. 
2583 | Trieste ... 13d.|| 553 | German Iron trade 23d. 
554 | Bohemian Sugar Industry..| 3d. || 559 | Vine Culture and Wine 
Trade (1898-1900) ...| Id. 
: Belgium : 561 | Chemical Instruction and 
2701 | Belgium sso. oe 900) 12d. Industries .. me | 4d. 
2593 | Ghent ... 
Greece : 
Bulgaria: . || 2399 | Cyclades 900} 13d 
2642 | Bulgaria 900} 24d.|| 2606 | Greece ... 9 | 2d. 
2554 | Ionian Islands... -1899| 14d 
Denmark : 2573 | Morea ... 1}. 
2547 Denmark(Supplement) 1899 3d. || 2614 | Pirzus ... 
2640 | Denmark ---1900| 4d. | 2557 | Thessaly 294 13d. 
2589 | Faroe Islands . deo ogy | 1. 
Italy: 
France and Colonies: 2563 | Ancona... | ... .1900} 1d. 
2710 | Algiers... ....«..1900| 24d.| 2681 | Genoa ... | 24d. 
2612 | Bordeaux » | 3d. || 2616 | Ital 
2596 | Brest... » | 1d. || 2550 | Italy (Southern) 
2582 | Calais .. a » | 23d.|| 2678 | Italy (Southern) (sup- 
2670 | Cherbourg oe 99 | plementary .. 
2624 | Corsica .. od ee 9 | 1d. || 2559 | Italy (Finances) 1900-1} 1d. 
"2706 | Dahomey’. ... e+ 9 | Id. || 2637 | Leghorn 24d. 
2607 | Dunkirk | 1d. || 2679 | Lecce ... 
2649 | France (Finances) 2d. || 2597 | Lombardy... 
2562 | Havre .:. 3d. || 2703'| Rome ... ~~... 
2618 | Indo-China... eee yy) | 2d. || 2684 | Sardinia ld. 
2569 | La Rochelle ... eee gy | 1d.) 2716 | Bicily.. 190¢ and half of 1901 24d. 
2668 | Marseilles ats ee 9 | Bd. || 570 | Industries of the Province 
2626 | New Caledonia con ig | Ad. of Florence ... 1}d, 
2600 | Nice ... 
2625 Pondicherry and Karikal » ld. Netherlands and Colonies: 
-2663 | Réunion bes ld. || 2577 | Amsterdam ... «-.1900| 1d. 
546 | Preparation of French 2594 | Curacoa 
Plums... 2d. || 2656 | Guiana (Dutch) 
552 of Normandy 2665 | Java ... _ Ald. 
2d. || 2579 | Netherlands ... 2a. 
560 Openiage fir British Trade 565 | Draining of 
in the Bordzauxz District| 3d. Zee -| 24d. 
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Government Publications. 
No. Place. Price}|, No. Place. Price 
Norway and Sweden: | 2584 | Palestine _.19001 14d, 
2690 | Gothenburg & District]900| 2d. || 2641 | Smyrna... ... | 
2659 | Norway... eee | 2588 | Trebizond 
2726 (supplementary) » | 2634 | Tripoli ... 
2590 | Stockholm and District s . || 568 | Suggestions for British 
vet and Colonies: 
2555 | Angola .. -1899} 14d.) AFRICA— 
2721 | Angola ... a ‘221900 ld. |; 2686 | Alexandria (Egypt) ...1900} 1d. 
2627 | Beira... 1d. || 2722 | British Central 
2699 | Chinde... 121899] 1d. Protectorate... 1900-1901] 23d. 
2604 |Goa_.... 3d. | 2632 | Dar-al-Baida 
2630 |Inhambane ... ... | 1d. | (Morocco) ... 1899-1900] 14d. 
2677 | Madeira soo 99 | Id. || 2549 | 
2608 | Mozambique ... «.. 5, | 1d. || 2653 | Pemba (Zanzibar) ... ,, | 34d. 
2695 | Oporto ... re see yy | 1d. || 2689 | Port Said and Suez 
2635 | Portugal (Southern)... ,, | 44. (Egypt) ej, 
. || 2545 | Somali t Protec- 
ad "| 2603 | Tangier (Morocco) ...1899| 2d. 
Russia: 2723 lid. 
2623 | Batoum <i ..1900| 2d. || 2718 | Zanzibar .. lid. 
2548 | Odessa District (Asti 551 Veterinary Work in British 
East Africa and Uganda 
2709 od » | 83d. Protectorates (1898-1900)| 3d. 
2578 Poland and Lithuania y | 4d. || 557 | Report on British Trad 
2719 Boval » | with Egypt (1895-1900) ...| 2d. 
2698 | Riga | 
2708 | St. Petersburg... vee gy | Bd. | [For German, French and 
2613 | Taganrog » | 2d. | Portuguese Colonies in 
2729 Trans-Caucasus (Agri- | Africa see under Germany, 
culture) 1901} 1d. | France and Portugal. 
555 | Mineral and Metallurgical | 
Industries .. AMERICA, NORTH— 
569 | Russian Customs “Regula: United States of America: 
tions 23d.|| 2570 1900} 2a. 
2672 | Boston ... 24d. 
Servia: ” 
2553 | Servia ... 1899-1900} 2566 | Chicago 
Spain: 2558 | New Orleans ... 
2651 23d.|| 2581 | New York ... 5, | 
2598 | Bilbao . | 2666 | Oregon ... jy | 
2592 | Cadiz .. | 23d.) 2621 Philadeiphia 
2605 | Canary Islands | L§d.|| 2638 | Philippine Islands ... ,, | 2d. 
2586 | Corunna see | 2d. || 2647 | Porto Rico .... wide 
2636 | Malaga... | 3d, || 2673 | San gp | 28d. 
2560 | Spain ... +1899} 23d.|| 2571 | Texas ... 
2704 | United States ... 1900-190) 1d. 
Switzerland: 548 | Beet Sugar Industry “| bd. 
2575 | Switzerland ... 1d. || 550 | Zine Industry 
556 | Cement Industry ... 3d. 
Turkish Empire: 562 | Coal and Coke Trade — ...} 13d. 
2587 | Aleppo ... ons +1900) 14d.|| 563 | Horse Industry _... 1d. 
2707 | Baghdad one | 4d. || 567 | Purchase and 
2712 | Bussorah d. Lands by Aliens .. .| 24d. 
2662 | Beirut and Coast of Syria 
2650 | Constantinople 1/7 Cuba: 
2657 | Erzeroum 2190 ld, || 2674 |Cuba ...  ... 1900] 24d. 
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No. Place. Price. No. Place. Price 
Mexico: China: 
2546 | Mexico... 23d.) 2644 1900) 1d. 
2693 | Mexico... 23d, 
2556 Yucatan ” dd. 2676 | Canton ore eee 99 ld. 
2652 | Chefoo ... 
AMERICA, CENTRAL— 9619 | acs | 
2661 | Costa Rica... ---1900} 1d. || 2675 | Kiukiang 
2585 | Nicaragua... yy | 1d. || 2714 | Kiungchow ... 
2646 | Newchwang ... 
AMERICA, SOUTH— 2629 | Ningpo... 
Arge’ 2683 | Pakhoi 
2615 | Buenos Ayres ... -1900| 23d.|| 2645 | Samshui é sing [es 
2609 + | 2d. || 2713 | Soochow ove 
2617 | Shashih... » | ad. 
Brazil : 2620 Swatow. » | ld. 
2696 | Bahia ... +1900} 1d. || 2655 | Wenchow 
2580 | . | 2658 | Wuchow oes » | 1d. 
2591 | Pernambuco ... | 2d. || 2667 | Wuhu 
2602 | Porto Alegre ... poly 
2724 | Rio de Janeiro... 3d. Corea: 
2702 Grande de Sul, 1899- 2687 | Corea .. 900) 
547 on the State Japan: 
Maranhao .. 1}d.|| 2682 | Hakodate 1900} 1d. 
558 | Financial and Economic 2564 | Hiogoand Osaka... ,,_| 14d. 
Situation ... ...| Id. || 2595 | Japan ... 
Chile : 2692 | Nagasaki ios jy 
2700 | Chile... .-.1900} 3d. |} 2728 | North Formosa | 
2567 | Coquimbo ea -..1899} 3d. || 2544 | Tainan (South 
Formosa)... --.1899} 2d. 
Colombia: United States o7 2611 | Yokohama +1900} 14d. 
2660 | Barranquilla ... —...1900| 1d. || 564 | Foreign 
1872-1900 . 1d. 
2610 | Paragua = 1900} 1d Persia 
2685 | Azerbaijan ...  ...1900| 44d. 
Peru: 2631 | Persian Gulf ... sui Nap | Lae 
2639 | Peru... .-.1900} 24d |} 2648 | Resht ... on 
Venezuela : H 
2643 | Caracas... ...1900} 13d.|| 2705 | Bangkok 1d. 
2638 | Ciudad Bolivar 95 | || 2717 | Chiengmai 
2720 | Nan omic: 
[For Dutch and French [For . Duteh, "French and 
Colonies in South America Portuguese Colonies in 
see under Netherlands and Asia sce under Nether- 
France. | lands, France and Portu- 
ASIA— PACIFIC ISLANDS— 
Borneo : 2561 | Samoa . at ---1900] 3d. 
2711 | Sarawak ---1900} 1d. 2727 | Society Islands gp 1 
| 
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Government Publications. 


Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since 1st January, 
1901, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 

1 Agreement between the United Kingdom and —s 

relative to China ad, 
2 Convention between the United ‘Kingdom and J apan ‘for the 

protection of the estates of deceased persons 4d. 
3 Accession of the Kingdom of Sweden to ithe Venice Sanitary 

Convention of 19th March, 1897, and to the Declaration 

additional thereto he 4d. 
4 Agreement, additional, to the Convention between the Unite 

Kingdom and France of 8th December, 1882, relative to 

the exchange of Telegraph Money Orders... 1d. 
5 Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 

States of America for the mutual extradition of 5 ascti 

criminals .. id, 
6 Convention between the United Kingdom and France 

referring to Arbitration, the differences in connection with 

the Waima and “Sergent Malamine” Incidents... 3d, 
7 Convention between the United Kingdom and Denmark for 

the exchange of Press Telegrams at reduced rates ., 4d. 
8 Treaty between the United Kingdom and Servia for the 

mutual surrender of fugitive criminals 1d. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Sapa relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
1st January, 1901, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 

No. | Place. Price. 
312 St. Vincent... ove 2d. 
315 Southern Nigeria ove ove 24d, 
316 Grenada at oat 8d. 
317 Jamaica wet bee ove oon 44d. 
319 Christmas Island eee ose 
320 British Solomon Islands 
323 8t. Helena... ove ote 
328 Turks and Caicos Islands ope soo] 
329 Malta Ges ane 
330 Straits Settlements ape vee 2d. 
332 St. Lucia nits ese 
333 Seychelles ove Sie age 24d. 
334 Falkland Islands oe seal 
335 Mauritius and ee abe We as 3d. 
336 British New Guinea we pes att 
337 Leeward Islands wee eee 24d, 
338 Trinidad and Tota;o ... 23d. 
339 British Honduras 2d. 
340 Hong-Kong . pul obs 14d. 
841 | Ceylon see 24d. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing 
demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as 
it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish this new 
branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recommenda- 
tions contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not 
only of representatives of the various Government Departments concerned, 
but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, which was 
appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was requested to 
consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and of dissemi- 
nating among those interested prompt and accurate information upon 
commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, and 
the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become a 
centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it 
is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may be 
addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, 8.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
— the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 

partments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently 
acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into the condition 
and prospects of British trade in certain South American countries. The 
“Tntelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to 
supply information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs; Facise and 
“ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges on 
Shipping ; Customs Regulations ; Consular Fees ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
lations concerning Commercial Travellers ; Trading Licenses; Foreign and 
Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties; Liste of 
Firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, &c., &e. 
An Inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through which 
intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general information is 
conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was 
issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and | 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 
London, E.C., price 23d. 
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